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Morehouse School of Medicine is dedicated to improving the health 

and well-being of individuals and communities; increasing the diversity 

of the health professional and scientific workforce; and addressing 

primary health care needs through programs in education, research, 

and service, with emphasis on people of color and the underserved 

urban and rural populations in Georgia and the nation.



CORE VALUES  
• Knowledge: continuously creating, acquiring and 

communicating science-based information to better 

understand and enhance the human condition.

• Wisdom: encouraging, promoting and supporting the 

exchange of knowledge and experiences to cultivate 



HISTORICAL 
HIGHLIGHTS



Hugh M. Gloster Building

1981 
> The Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME) authorizes the school to 
expand to four years and offer the M.D. degree. 

> A qualifying clause in the federal Higher Education Act (HEA) amendment 
regarding educational institutions making a substantial contribution to increase 
the number of  minority health professionals allowed Morehouse medical school 
to apply under the Title III Challenge Grant, with matching funds from the state 
of Georgia, to develop a four-year, medical education program.

> State of Georgia commits to matching the annual Title III award at $2 million 
per year.

> The school separates from Morehouse College and becomes Morehouse 
School of Medicine (MSM), an independently chartered, four-year M.D. degree 
granting institution.

> Dr. Sullivan named the first president and dean of Morehouse School of Medicine.
> First undergraduate class of 32 students enroll under four-year M.D. curriculum.
> Graduate medical education program initiated with the accreditation of the 
Family Medicine residency program, at Southwest Community Hospital, by the 
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education.

1982 
> MSM becomes a member of the AUC.
> Title III funding initiated.
> 
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2001 
> Pediatrics residency program initiated.
> MSM secures independent affiliation agreement with Grady Memorial 
Hospital for the training of medical students and residents.

> SACS extends accreditation for a maximum period of 10 years.

2002 
> Louis W. Sullivan, M.D., retires; named president emeritus.
> James R. Gavin III, M.D., Ph.D., named president.
> Center of Excellence on Health Disparities established.
> 





Master of Science in Biomedical Technology 

The M.S. in Biomedical Technology program is a non-
thesis program for college graduates preparing for, or 
already engaged in, biomedical technology careers. The 
classroom curriculum is similar to that of the thesis-based 
program. Beyond the classroom, students in this program 
will focus on gaining experience in developing and applying 
experimental design and a variety of state-of-the-art 
methods and instrumentation.

Master of Science in Clinical Research 

The Master of Science in Clinical Research (M.S.C.R.) 
degree program is a broad-based multi-disciplinary 
graduate level program in clinical research designed 
to prepare clinical and translational research faculty, 
residents and others for a career in clinical research. The 
program provides training in the principles and methods 
of biostatistics; epidemiology, including genetics and clinical 
trials; and outcomes research, including health services 
research and health economics; and application of these 
principles/methods to clinical research. The program is 
physically located at the Clinical Research Center on the 
Westview campus of Morehouse School of Medicine. 

Graduate Medical Education



Cancer Research Program 

The Cancer Research Program includes basic scientists, 
population scientists, behavioral and social scientists, and 
clinicians united in conducting research aimed at reducing or 
eliminating racial and ethnic disparities in cancer incidence, 
morbidity, and mortality. Currently, seven of our faculty
members have received the Distinguished Scholars 
award from the Georgia Cancer Coalition (GCC). GCC 
established the “Distinguished Cancer Clinicians and 
Scientists” to recruit leading and nationally renowned 
cancer clinicians and scientists who are engaged in the most 
promising areas of cancer research. 

Center of Excellence on Health Disparities

The Center of Excellence in Health Disparities (CEHD) 
was established in 2002 by a grant from the NIH, National 
Center on Minority Health and Health Disparities. As 
one of 88 centers nationwide, CEHD builds research 
capacity and mobilizes community partners to address, 
and ultimately eliminate, health disparities through a 
multidisciplinary, community-based participatory approach. 

Clinical Research Center 

The Clinical Research Center (CRC) was established in 
1996 to facilitate investigator-initiated and multicenter 
clinical trials in cardiovascular disease, cancer, clinical 
pharmacology, HIV and AIDS and community-based 
research. It is the first freestanding outpatient research 
facility of its kind in the nation to receive accreditation by 
the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Health Care 
Organizations. Research studies are conducted in the 
outpatient facility, consisting of five exam rooms, shared 
use laboratories, 16-bed study participant observation 
unit, emergency alert system, cardiovascular lab, negative 
pressure isolation exam room, and metabolic kitchen. 

HIV–AIDS Research  

HIV and AIDS research initially began in the late 1980s 
and has evolved into an interdisciplinary collaborative 
group among the departments of Community Health 
and Preventive Medicine; Medicine; Microbiology, 
Biochemistry and Immunology; and Pediatrics. Research 
encompasses basic, clinical, and behavioral studies focused 
on the following topics: Nef Pathogenesis leading to AIDS, 
complementary and alternative approaches to prevention 
and treatment, characterization of antiviral properties of 
African herbal treatments, surveillance/transmission, HIV/
AIDS prevention in correctional and African-American 
populations, toxicity of HIV antiretrovirals, and health 
disparities related to HIV infection/transmission.  

Morehouse School of Medicine Prevention 
Research Center   

The Morehouse School of Medicine Prevention Research 
Center (PRC) was established in 1998 as one of a network 
of 33 academic research centers funded by the Centers 
of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Its goal is to 
achieve local and national health objectives focused on 
gaining knowledge about the best methodologies for solving 
the nation’s obstinate health problems, such as HIV/AIDS, 
cancer, youth violence, adolescent health, men’s health, 
environmental health, and cardiovascular disease.

RESEARCH
Morehouse School of Medicine’s research stature and reputation have grown exponentially over the last decade, fueled in large 

part by significant investments in our research infrastructure with funding from the National Center for Research Resources 

and the National Center on Minority Health and Health Disparities of the National Institutes of Health (NIH). In 2009, 

MSM received more than $54 million in NIH funding. The outcomes of our research activities have already resulted in the 

establishment of centers, institutes, and programs with our signature areas of research being cardiometabolic diseases, cancer, 



Research Centers in Minority Institutions 

Established in 1986 as the institution’s biomedical research 
infrastructure, the Research Center in Minority Institutions 
(RCMI) is sponsored by the National Centers for Research 
Resources of the NIH. Its mission is to provide the 
infrastructure, expertise, and atmosphere to enhance the 
process of biomedical research, and, to develop expertise 
in molecular, cellular, systems, organismal, and population 
approaches. This provides a foundation for understanding 
the healthy state in humans and allows investigation into 
the cause and treatment of important health problems, 
focusing on those that impact underserved populations.

Reproductive Health Program  

The Reproductive Health Program’s mission is to develop 
a rich intellectual environment that promotes and 
strengthens the research capabilities of our investigators 
in the reproductive sciences and to serve as a research 
and training center for minority investigators. Its focus is 
on research that will lead to a better understanding of 
the causes of disorders of human reproduction and may 
ultimately result in improved therapeutic approaches for 
cancers of the reproductive organs, infertility, and ultimately, 
to the development of novel strategies for contraception.
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LEADERSHIP
Gary H. Gibbons, M.D., brings his success as a leading clinician-scientist 
while on the faculties of Stanford University and the Harvard Medical School 
to CVRI at MSM. In a brief period of time, Dr. Gibbons’ leadership is attracting 
national recognition to the institute and its work.

Dr. Gibbon’s research has led to important advances in the areas of 
hypertension, vascular biology, gene therapy and functional genomics in the 
field of cardiovascular science. 

He is internationally recognized as a clinician-scientist who effectively 
integrates basic science and translational research with clinical medicine and 
public health. In recognition of his long history of leading research, he has been 
elected by his peers to membership in the prestigious Institute of Medicine of 
the National Academies. 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
• Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Minority Faculty Development Award

• Pew Foundation Biomedical Scholar Award

• Established Investigator Award of the American Heart Association

• 95th percentile in funding among all NIH awardees

• 4 U.S. patents

• Serves on grant review committees for the NIH, the Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute and the American Heart Association.

• Selected to participate in NIH “Roadmap for Medial Research’s  
Epigenomics Program”

The CVRI is funded in part by a grant from the NIH National Center for Minority Health 
and Health Disparities and the NIH National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute to develop 
cardiovascular research centers at Historically Black Colleges and Universities.

Mukaila A. Akinbami, Ph.D., is a 
Research Instructor of Medicine at CVRI. 

Leonard M. Anderson Ph.D., is an 
Assistant Professor of Medicine at CVRI 
and a co-director of the Functional 
Genomics Core Facility, a core facility 
of the Research Center for Minority 
Institutions (RCMI) network. 

Methode Bacanamwo, Ph.D., is a 
Research Instructor at CVRI. 

Minerva Garcia-Barrio, Ph.D., is a 
Research Instructor at CVRI. 

Aurelian Bidulescu M.D., M.P.H., Ph.D., 
is an Assistant Professor in CVRI and the 
Department of Community Health and 
Preventive Medicine (CHPM.) 

Sharon Francis-David Ph.D., is an 
Assistant Professor at CVRI. 

Qing Song, M.D., Ph.D., is an Assistant 
Professor of Medicine at CVRI. 

Verna Lamar Welch Ph.D., M.P.H., 
is an Associate Professor at CVRI and  
the CHPM.

MSM ATTRACTS LEADERS OF NATIONAL STATURE

Dr. Qing Song and Dr. Methode Bacanamwo

Dr. Gary Gibbons

Dr. Minerva Garcia-Barrio (right)  
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Morehouse School of Medicine 
Neuroscience Institute
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KEY RESEARCH PROGRAMS

• The Circadian Rhythms Sleep Disorders Program 
(CRSD) – focuses on the study of circadian rhythms 
and sleep in health and disease while devising effective 
pharmacological and behavioral treatments to prevent 
or alleviate the pathologies caused by malfunctioning or 
misalignment of the circadian and/or sleep system.

• The Neuroprotection, Neurorepair and Stroke 
Program (NNSP) – 





Area Health Education Centers Program 
Founded in 1984, the Morehouse School of Medicine’s 
Model Area Health Education Centers (AHEC), is one of 
more than 50 AHEC programs nationwide and includes  
two centers: Southeastern Primary Care Consortium 
(SPCC)/Atlanta AHEC serving metropolitan Atlanta and  
the Magnolia Coastlands AHEC serving 39 counties in  
rural southeast Georgia. The AHEC Program provides 
essential support for the institution’s Rural Primary Care 
Clerkship, Community Health Course, and Clinical 
Preceptorship, as well as the Pediatric Residency Program 
and other community-based educational and health 



Pipeline and Health Promotion Programs
MSM has long been committed to improving the health  
well-being of communities through comprehensive 
community service programs. The following is a list  
of our K-12 programs:

• 



Grady Health System 
The majority of MSM clinical services are provided at 
Grady Memorial Hospital, in partnership with Emory 
University School of Medicine. Together, faculty and 
residents are responsible for more than three million 
patient visits a year. 

An internationally recognized teaching hospital, Grady 
Health System is one of the largest public health systems 
in the United States. Its infrastructure consists of the 
953-bed Grady Memorial Hospital, nine neighborhood 
health centers, Crestview Health and Rehabilitation, and 
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta at Hughes Spalding. With 
its nationally acclaimed Emergency Care Center and Burn 
Unit, Grady Health System has the only level I trauma 
center in the region and serves as the ambulance provider 
for the city of Atlanta —the state’s only Poison Center is 
also housed at Grady.

Morehouse Medical Associates 
Established in 1985, Morehouse Medical Associates, Inc. 
(MMA), the school’s faculty practice plan, is one of the 
largest multispecialty physician groups in Georgia. MMA’s 
focus continues to be on providing culturally sensitive, 
evidence-based, high-quality health services to Atlanta’s 
multicultural community.

MMA offers a unique and comprehensive line of health 
services for routine health care by primary care physicians 
in four different areas: Family Medicine, Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, Pediatrics and Internal Medicine. In addition, 
MMA has physician specialists in more than 20 fields affiliated 
with some of Atlanta’s best-known hospitals, including: 
Atlanta Medical Center, Atlanta Veterans Administration Medical 
Center, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta at Hughes Spalding, 



Faculty 



ACCREDITATION
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STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS 2009-2010

STUDENTS BY PROGRAM AND GENDER

Program  Male  Female  Totals

C.P.H.  -  3  3
M.D.  80  133  213
M.P.H.  11  50  61
M.S.B.S.  2  9  11
M.S.C.R.  1  8  9
Ph.D.  7  18  25
Ph.D./M.P.H  1  -  1
Ph.D./M.S.C.R.  -  2  2



ANNUAL FUND 
Founder’s Society 

The Founder’s Society provides critical support for the 
fundamental academic and administrative operations of 
the school and helps to bridge the gap between tuition 
and the true costs of health professions education. Annual 
donations to the Founder’s Fund support need-based 
scholarships, the library, and classroom and technology 
enhancements.

Hugh M. Gloster Society 

The Hugh M. Gloster Society, named in honor of one of 
MSM’s esteemed founder and the late president emeritus 
of Morehouse College, was established in 2007 to help 
grow philanthropy and to enhance our acknowledgment 
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FINANCE

Morehouse school of Medicine  
consolidated stateMent of activities 
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2009 






